Goals and Objectives for the Metadata Workgroup- 

· Different levels depending on use - discovery, validation, analysis
· The workgroup will also work off  of existing techniques whenever practical, these influde:
· NED website: http://www.nwcouncil.org/ned/resources.htm, especially: Finding and Sharing Regional Data and Portal Channels and Data Steward Roles and Responsibilities (170k PDF); Portal Data Sharing Agreement (150k PDF)
· NBII website: http://www.nbii.gov/portal/community/Communities/Toolkit/Metadata
· Protocol Manager – currently in testing and development phase
· Relational database application designed to serve as a data dictionary for monitoring data  
· Prescribes standardized methods, by providing abstracts and citations for reference documents describing data collection procedures
· Specifically defines the data elements (attributes) that represent habitat and biological variables
· Provides standardized, pre-defined metadata for monitoring data.
· ISEMP – STEM monitoring data, ATMs (Automated Template Modules)
· Guidance

· Metadata Templates/Requirements

· Support - 

· Contractor Support –

· EPA  

· In-house Staff

· USGS
· Assistance Tools

· Protocol Manager - 
· Training

· Metadata Training: USGS NBII can conduct training, metadata assistance program to help people by actually creating metadata for them, NBII metadata clearinghouse work to exchange with NED portal (Lead – Viv Hutchison)

· How to Use Data Bases for Entry

· Portals - Getting meta data to them
· NED Portal

· NBII

· WQX
· schema - wqs board - data element standard for habitat data 

· Next steps – Crosswalk amongst templates at March 5 NED-PNAMP Meeting

· Crosswalk amongst these

· Protocol Manager - Template Aspects

· Bruce's

· Portals - NED, NBII

NED/PNAMP Metadata WG Telecon Notes
Please note: action items are highlighted in yellow
Participants: Tom Pansky, Amber Johnson, Stewart Toshach, Steve Rentmeester, Stan Frazier, Viv Hutchison, Bruce Schmidt, Dave Tetta, Jen Pollock, Jacque Schei, Jen Bayer
Purpose: serve as a regional scale metadata focus group by bringing together NED & PNAMP resources to identify needs, tasks & actions, and support for work to complete tasks. 
Discussion of WG leadership:

· Dave Tetta has offered to lead WG; EPA may have staff/contract resources available to help with specific tasks
· Viv Hutchison also to lead: USGS NBII can conduct training, metadata assistance program to help people by actually creating metadata for them, NBII metadata clearinghouse work to exchange with NED portal
Useful to keep in mind WHY we need metadata: documentation of work; discovery (through portals, etc.); PM application- display data in a particular format; validate data during data entry; support analysis of data
Reminder of resources already available: 
· NED website: http://www.nwcouncil.org/ned/resources.htm, especially: Finding and Sharing Regional Data and Portal Channels and Data Steward Roles and Responsibilities (170k PDF); Portal Data Sharing Agreement (150k PDF)
· NBII website: http://www.nbii.gov/portal/community/Communities/Toolkit/Metadata
· Protocol Manager – currently in testing and development phase
· Relational database application designed to serve as a data dictionary for monitoring data  
· Prescribes standardized methods, by providing abstracts and citations for reference documents describing data collection procedures
· Specifically defines the data elements (attributes) that represent habitat and biological variables
· Provides standardized, pre-defined metadata for monitoring data.
· ISEMP – STEM monitoring data, ATMs (Automated Template Modules)
Topics/ideas:
· Develop CRB Fish & Wildlife community on NED portal; find existing internet data resources, connect to existing metadata portals (WA & OR). Jen Pollock/Tom O’Neill sponsoring; Kelly & Amber to work on this.
· Need inventory of metadata collections – see NED data inventory

· Metadata templates/metadata requirements: perform review to develop crosswalk especially with respect to tabular or biological data types; having a suite of tools that appeal to different users is likely necessary; endpoint needs to be FGDC compliant but meet needs of practitioners; consider needs for development of other tools (e.g. spreadsheet-based tool); identify min/max/balance of records needed…thinking of functionality (what you intend to use the metadata for later)
· Host review of existing templates, required data elements of each…goal is to identify need for crosswalk development (later):

· NED portal, BLM, NBII, ISEMP, PM, EPA metadata editor

· Other templates out there?

X Dave & Stewart will discuss this list; prepare for presentations at March 5 worksession
· Protocol manager metadata piece (general PM presentation later)

· Portal interaction – how do we meet regional, local needs & make data available nationally, etc. relates to metadata as metadata is key to how these work
· Metadata training – could we add elements to training to include portal access, PM, other ideas? Viv is supportive of another training session

· Content development for portal 
· Link to Protocol Manager/ISEMP products
· Inventory: help answer the ‘who’s doing what where’ question for monitoring practitioners
· Discussion of data steward’s roles with respect to this WG’s goals, etc.

Who else do we need to participate in the next meeting?

· State staff: WA, OR, ID 

· Mike Beaty – Jen B will call

· Jeff Cowen – NWFSC: Stewart will call

· Tom Iverson - 

· People who manage groups of data/metadata: Cy Smith, Joy Paulus

Next Steps: 

We will have a worksession March 5 (regular NED meeting date).  Stewart, Dave, & Viv will draft an agenda, to include:
1) Discussion of goals of objectives of this WG

X Dave Tetta and Steve Rentmeester will provide a draft before March 5
2) Review action plan for CRB F&W community idea
X Jen Pollock will share a draft before March 5
3) Discussion of metadata templates in use (including overview demonstrations?) 
4) Plan for follow up on work items – what products, who will do what
PAGE  
1

