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of the Yakama Nation
Established by the

Treaty of June 9, 1855
Confederated Tribes and Bands


Frank L. Cassidy, Chairman

Northwest Power Planning Council

851 S.W. Sixth Ave., Suite 1100

Portland, Oregon   97204-1348

May 12, 2000

Dear Mr. Cassidy,

It is with great pleasure that I respectfully submit the Yakama Nation’s recommendations to the Northwest Power Planning Council for your consideration in the Phase I amendment process of the Council’s Fish and Wildlife Program.  I have asked Mr. Randy Settler, Chairman of our Fish and Wildlife Committee, to provide you with his specific comments and recommendations and his contribution is included in the attached package.

We believe that the Pacific Northwest is at a critical junction in its resolve and ability to restore the salmon runs to our watersheds.  I cannot emphasize strongly enough the importance of the Council’s program in providing a clear path and direction to this end.  I hope that both you and your staff feel the weight of this awesome responsibility and rise to the challenge of the amendment process by producing a visionary document that will lead to the successful restoration of the salmon.

Due to the quasi-federal status of the Council, your final plan must also represent the federal trust responsibility to the Treaty Tribes and incorporate and uphold those inherent rights detailed in the Treaty.  This unique situation mandates that the Council respect and practice the government-to-government form of consultation with the Yakama Nation as we meet in the future to work towards our common goals.   

You have a big job to do and we wish you well in your effort.  We look forward to working with you further during the comment period.

Sincerely,

Lonnie Selam, Sr., Chairman

Yakama Nation Tribal Council    
Post Office Box 151, Fort Road, Toppenish, WA 98948 (509) 865-5121

