Proposed Criteria for Immediate Actions

Immediate Action Criteria

Draft – May 11, 2000

For a project to be considered for immediate action, all assessments and planning (e.g., NEPA) work should be completed so the project can begin before September 30, 2001.  In addition, projects must satisfy one or more of the following two categories.

Category A:    Consistent with Tribal Trust Responsibility

Meet all of the following criteria:

· Action represents a high-priority project approved by a tribal government.

· A tribal plan identifies the action as necessary to protect and rebuild fish and/or wildlife in the Columbia River Basin.

Category B:
Biologically Necessary

Meet at least one of the following criteria:

· The action restores or acquires potentially productive habitats that will be largely self-maintaining after the activities are complete.

· The action addresses imminent risks to survival of one or more species.

· The action results in tangible benefits to fish habitat conditions or otherwise benefits species survival within 5 years.

· The action is part of an action plan that is derived from science-based assessment.

· The action addresses a habitat enforcement issue and results in the protection of habitats throughout the geographic range of anadromous fish, resident fish and wildlife.
· The action secures a high priority habitat area that contributes to the fulfillment of a critical life requisite(s) for terrestrial wildlife species.
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