ProjectID: 32017

Suppress Brook Trout Populations in the Upper Malheur Subbasin.

Sponsor: BPT

Province: Middle Snake

Subbasin: Malheur

FY03 Request: $221,473

5YR Estimate: $1,068,091

Short Description: Determine the magnitude or level of hybridization of brook and bull trout within the Upper Malheur Basin, document physical features of F1/F2 hybrids, and determine effective way to suppress or eliminate brook trout from the Malheur basin.

Response Needed? No - Not Fundable

ISRP Preliminary Recommendation and Comments: 
Do not fund. Reviewers viewed this as the worst possible ecological situation for effective brook trout suppression, with a headwater lake stronghold of brook trout.  The likelihood of project efforts being successful in suppressing brook trout were felt to be minimal.  The approach of using pheromone-emitting "bait" brook trout is a promising but largely unproven concept, and this is not an appropriate setting for its testing.

Response:

Bull trout poisoning projects in the Malheur River Subbasin were conducted as recent as 1955 (Bowers et al. 1993).  Due to the lack of knowledge of the species life history, bull trout were able to persist due to the misplacement of poisoning sites.  Many of the local ranchers and townspeople volunteered with the participating agencies to remove bull trout from the Malheur River Basin.  The recent listing of bull trout and protection of bull trout habitat has received negative feedback from the locals in the area.  The Malheur River Bull Trout Recovery Team supported the idea of conducting less aggressive and selective methods of brook trout removal.  The project was to monitor the effectiveness of the proposed methods and the project results were to be presented to local watershed groups, agencies and governments.  In addition to determining the effectiveness of the proposed suppression efforts, this project would hope to breakdown the social distrust among the public and local agencies that may lead to conducting more aggressive removal efforts in the subbasin. 

The distribution of brook trout overlaps a majority of the area of bull trout distribution in tributaries of the upper Malheur River (Buckman et al. 1992).  The risk of hybridization and competitive displacement of bull trout is high due to the presence of brook trout and degraded habitat conditions.  Apparent hybrids between bull and brook trout were found in Lake Creek, Big Creek, and Meadow Fork (Buckman et al. 1992)(Markle 1992).  High ratios of brook trout to bull trout can be found in Lake Creek (28:1), and Big Creek (6:1).  The only drainage in the Upper Malheur River that has a dominant population of bull to brook trout is Meadow Fork Big Creek (Buckman et al. 1992).  The project sponsor believes that brook trout pose a serious threat to bull trout population in the Upper Malheur River.  Brook trout removal efforts need to be initiated in the subbasin to benefit bull trout even if the effort at first is more passive.
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