· What are the potential management applications, the benefits to fish?

Salmonid life history information gained from this research proposal has two primary applications.  First, it provides guidance in the prioritization process for proposed habitat preservation or restoration projects located within the dewatered portion of the upper Methow River.  Currently it is difficult to accurately describe the benefits to fish for any habitat project proposed in this reach.  A better understanding of the temporal and spatial life history of salmonids utilizing this reach would provide fish managers and project reviewers, like yourself, with beneficial information on which to make a more informed decision.  Second, the fishery knowledge gain from this research would be beneficial to various subbasin assessment processes such as EDT or the recently completed NWPPC sponsored subbasin summary assessment process.

This proposed research by nature has no direct benefit to the fish in the upper Methow River.  It’s the knowledge gained from this research that is of indirect value to fish through being able to propose and implement more thoughtful habitat project, which have a higher probability of success as envision at the outset.

