March 14, 2002

TO:

Bob Steele



Habitat Biologist

FROM:
Tom McCall

Wildlife Biologist

SUBJECT:
Dole Property – Wildlife Values
I appreciated the opportunity to view the Dole Property this week.  This area contains a diverse complex of wildlife habitats and species.  Such areas are becoming less common along the Columbia River in Chelan and Douglas counties, making this parcel critical to protect for future generations.  The area’s location along highway 97-A provides a great opportunity to showcase Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife’s and Bonneville Power Administration’s work.

In its present condition, this former agricultural area has both a high species richness and diversity.  But the potential for this area, following a variety of habitat enhancements, is tremendous.  Big game, furbearers, upland birds, waterfowl, raptors, passerine species, and small mammals are common to the area.

The riparian area along the Columbia currently supports an active beaver colony as well as mink, otter, raccoons, and great blue herons (state monitor species).  This property is within the historic range of sharp-tailed grouse (state threatened species and federal candidate species).  The waterbirch found in the area comprise a major winter food source for sharptails, making this area a possible future release site for the birds.

The area is within an active golden eagle (state candidate species) territory, one of the nine found in Chelan and Douglas counties.  The rocky outcrops and cliffs support chukar, which is one of the primary prey species of golden eagles.  This area is also frequented by wintering bald eagles (state and federally threatened species) and common loons (state and federally threatened species).  Lewis woodpeckers (state candidate species) make use of the many snags along the river.

The Dole property is along the eastern edge of the distribution of both western gray squirrels (state threatened species and federal species of concern) and California bighorn sheep in Chelan County. The area also affords high-quality shrub-steppe winter range for mule deer, which is being lost at a rapid rate in the area.  

Overall, I highly endorse WDFW’s acquisition of this site.  Your hard work and foresight towards protecting this site is commendable. 

