From Sue Irel and
Subj ect: Koot enai HGW and APRE

Hel | o Bruce:

Re: APRE - Kootenai Tribal Sturgeon Hatchery, Bonners Ferry, |D 83805

First, I would |ike to commend you on the nonunmental effort of conpiling the
i nfo necessary for the APRE analysis. | aminpressed with the scope of the
project. | have a few comments | would like to share with you in relation

to the HGW and Benefit/Ri sk Assessnent for the Kootenai Sturgeon Hatchery.

| have attached the HGW that we submitted in 2000 before the Provincia

Revi ews took place. It includes much nore conplete information than the
el ectronic draft HGW on the web (although it was witten in 2000 and shoul d
probably be updated). | have | ooked through the summry of benefits and

risks for our programin the draft APRE report. M only comment, and this
is substantial and |I'm sure that you have heard it before, is that the APRE
is geared toward anadronous stocks.

For exanple, the following risks were identified for the hatchery in the
foll owi ng category:

I ncubation as it affects Survival for Kootenai |ID Sturgeon-Hatchery

Ri sks:

47. Not mixing famlies at random at pondi ng poses a risk of |oss of
genetic variability during rearing.

The USFWS Recovery Plan and the Breeding Plan devised specifically for

Koot enai sturgeon conservation aquacul ture mandates that all fanmlies be
kept separate during rearing so that the parental contribution can be
identified at the time of marking and rel ease (Age 1)

13k. Use of water for incubation outside the recomended range in |HOT
standards for tenperature may adversely affect survival and proper

devel opnent of eggs and al evin.

and 13l. Use of water for incubation outside the reconmended range in | HOT
standards may adversely affect survival and devel opnent of eggs and al evin.
We did not check the box that indicated we followed | HOT standards (although
our water tenperature and quality is within normal guidelines for

aquacul ture production) because there are no | HOT standards that | am aware
of for sturgeon.

In anot her exanple, some of the risks identified for "Rearing as it affects
survival" category are:

68 d. Rearing under nornmal hatchery hydraulic characteristics my not
provi de enough exercise to sustain predator avoi dance behavi or

68 f. Lack of predator avoidance training nmay decrease snmolt to adult

survi val

68 g. Lack of overhead and in-pond structure does not produce fish with the
same cryptic coloration or behavior as do using enhanced environnents

None of these risks are appropriate to apply to the sturgeon program
Research has shown that sturgeon > 4" TL are not susceptible to predation
Fish are released fromthe facility at Age 1 and are > 4" TL and our
survival estimates after one year of release are 60% (+ or - 1099 and 90%in
subsequent years.

14. k. Inhibiting upstream and downstream passage of juveniles and adults
poses a risk to distribution and productivity of naturally produced stocks.
Thi s does not apply to sturgeon facilities

In sumary, it mght be possible to provide sone qualifying statements in
the APRE to point out the the analysis was not adapted for specific species



and that sonme of the risks may not be appropriately applied to all prograns.
Thank you for the opportunity to conment on the APRE

Si ncerely,

Sue Ireland, Fish and Wldlife Program Manager
Koot enai Tri be of Idaho

PO Box 1269

Bonners Ferry, 1D 83805
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