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Comments on APRE report from Norman W Nel son, Echo Fil m Production, Boi se,
| daho

The goals are clear and I will try to limt my coments to them
1. It nust produce a healthy and viable hatchery popul ati on

The hatchery programs have sustai ned healthy but not viable

popul ati ons. Speci es like

Sockeye and Coho are not viable yet. It is interesting that Steel head over
Bonneville this Oct

2003 are about 143000 and that this is perceived has a huge return. In
reality it's not

as nunmbers in these species should be equated with their true potentia
and historic production. Each fermale can lay up 3500 eggs so you are
really only tal king about the 100% arrival of the off spring on only 40
fish. Sustainable numbers have not been reached for our

Sal nron or Steel head. Before the dans and the arrival of Lewis & Clark the
Col unmbi a produced sone 17 nmillion anadramous fish, we dont expect anything
like that but we certainly are wel

bel ow a sustai nabl e popul ation. Obviously the wild fish continue to demand
consi derably nore

effort in order to maintain the small existing gene pool. Mich of this gene
pool is hightly specialized |like the up river Snake River species. They
requi re an unusual enphasis because wi thout the gene pool intact you wont
have fish that can swimover a 1000 mles.

2. It must make a sustainable contribution of adult returns to
conservati on and/ or harvest.

We shoul d be focusing on sustainability not harvest as the numbers of fish
appear | arge but

inreality and relative to the existing quality habitat, still remainin

| ow nunmbers. Harvest is

sending a m xed signal in upstream|daho. Here a short season produces a
huge turn out and

econonic benefit to Idaho yet the nmedia presents the endangered species
issue to the resource so everyone is harvesting an endangered species that
supposedl y needs nore study



and understanding. The program of anglers releasing wild fish, | believe
has worked, and fisherman do seemto respect the requirenment. W thout
hatcheries we would have no harvestable return. Again wild fish and gene
pool preservation needs more effort fromthe standpoint

of protecting wild fish, wild habitat, inmproving even nore habitat, and
at sone point

solving the damissue. These populations declined in line with the
addition of the danms in

direct relationship and the docunmentation is published extensively. No
ot her significant

action happened in the environment to reduce the wild cycle at the tine
frame the dans were

installed...so the facts speak for thenselves.

3. Its potential effects on wild and native popul ations and the

envi ronnent nust be under st ood.

Fi sheries biologists are extrenely sensitive to the issue of over
produci ng hatchery fish that conpete for habitat and resources with wild
fish. One reason for the fishing

season in ldaho is to reduce conpetition. The issue that is not
considered is the existing habitat that could be productive yet has no
fish return, either wild or hatchery raised.

The NWPPC s own programthat successfuly rehabilitated Bear Valley Creek in
Central |daho was a trenendous success and a co effort with the Shoshone
Bannock Tribe. | have filmed the results for BPA. Here you have a
pristine environment, rearing pools, a free flowing streamto

the Sal nmon river yet the fish return is mnimul relative to what could be
produced. Sane goes for the upper reaches of the S Fork of the Clearwater
where the stream was conpletely

| andscaped, if you will, for salnmon production. | would hope that these
areas coul d receive nore

"eggs" of a wider variety of the gene pool to evaluate the success through
future returns and

a nore "wild" form of hatchery reintroduction. Mre experinmentation with
techni ques that are closer to the know wild cycle could be highly
successful. In this case the fish should be considered wld and not
handled and de finned like hatchery fish.

4, It nust collect, record, evaluate, and dissem nate information
pertaining to the first three conditions so that decision-nmakers may be

i nformed about the benefits and risks of the programrelative to other neans
of achieving simlar conservation and harvest goals.

The life cycle of the Sal non/ Steel head has been so over studied, over
publ i zed and under accepted that it remains a continuous drain on NWPPC
and BPA funds. The effort to understand these fish should be changed to
under stand how to sustain themthrough

t he present unnatural obstacles of their |ifecycle, dams, pollution
predators, and habitat.

More experimentation with reintroduction techniques that mmck the natura
cycl e are needed.

Qbviously the ocean condition and pasture there have a huge inmpact on
fish returns to the Colunbia system These are known, the ocean cycle can
be evaluated, so the work needs to focus on the river system
Unfortunately the river systemof the Colunbia River has |14 dans on it. It
was definitely overbuild by 4 dans on the Lower Snake that produce |ess



than 2 per cent of Northwest power needs. The incone fromthe angling
sport from healthy returns of Sal non would overwhel mthe relative econom c
benefit of these dans. Hatcheries are a part of the solution and we can

t hank the many successes of hatchery production for what few fish we have
today. The NWPPC should be the |leader in the effort to save these fish.

| believe in

the biol ogists and the people who have been contracted and given grants to
work on this issue by the NWPPC. They are far nore effective and credible
in their success than the Federa

Nati onal Marine Fisheries studies and re studies. |If you |look at the
Umatilla Indian reservations effort to bring Sal non back to the Umatilla
river and you see what was once a dry river bed now has over 2500

chinook returning to spawn with ever increasing nunbers it beconmes obviously
that the forsight

of these people and the confidence given them by NWPC proved wort hwhil e,
and a short tine

and wi thout wasting funds. |If we have spent 3 billion on this effort
al ready and we are stil
trying to figure it out then the | eadership has been poor. | say give it to

the NWPPC and | ets

get it done.

Thanks for every hatchery we have and for the experimentation in the wild
cycle that

they can now bring to the table.
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