
 
 

Identifying the Environmental Baseline For Habitat 
 

 
 

 
Interpret Redden’s decision on the proper definition of environmental baseline 

and for closing the gap: 
1. Further define what counts on federal land  

Example:  Determine which types of ESA consultation count 
2. Further define what counts on non-federal land 

Example:  Define “reasonably certain to occur” 
 
       Possible completion date:  Sept. 03 

 

Work with co-managers to identify actions that “count,” whose effects have 
not yet been expressed in survival, and that address major limiting factors 

 
For those populations still in decline, identify the actions and events on federal and non-federal land that have not 
yet been expressed in survival, and would substantially affect the limiting factors.  Use the above process to 
determine how much these actions affect survival. 

Possible completion date:  Feb  04 

 
Establish a process for altering survival trajectories for actions or events that 

“count,” but whose effects have not yet been expressed in survival 
NOAA Science Center is working on an approach to factor into survival those actions and events that have 
occurred, but whose effects have not yet been expressed in survival and for determining how to make habitat 
actions count.  Examples of these actions include:   
1.  Recent aquatic habitat restoration projects whose benefits have not yet been realized, such as culvert 
replacements that open up new spawning and rearing habitat; and 2.  Loss of habitat that restricts channel 
complexity and increases sediment to the stream. 
 

Possible completion date:  Oct. 03 

    8-12-03 

 

Fill any survival gap with other RPA or All H actions 
 
Use what we have learned in this process to better focus our restoration actions, and add additional actions in 
any of the H’s as necessary to achieve a No Jeopardy determination. 
 

Possible completion date:  May 04   
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Timeline

MAYSEPTEMBER OCTOBER

Oct 1:

1st Status 
Report

September:

Cumulative 
progress for 
check-in

September:

Action Agencies 
complete ’04-08 
Implementation 
Plan

AUGUST

August:

1st CRI (’01)

August:

NWC workshop 
on assessment 
of  offsite 
mitigation 
(Habitat only)

DECEMBER

Dec 20:

5 draft white 
papers

December:

Interior TRT 
viability crit.

December:

NOAA ’03 
check-in 
findings

December:

NOAA ’04 IP 
Findings

FEBRUARY APRIL

Apr 1:

3rd Status 
Report

April:

Final CRI (’03 
if available)

Feb 1:

White paper 
comments 
due

April 15:

Final white 
papers and 
response to 
comments

February:

New Proposed 
listing 
determinations

March 24:

Release draft 
revised/new 
BiOp

March:

NWC final 
assessment 
of offsite 
mitigation

NOVEMBER JANUARY MARCH

Jan 1:

2nd Status 
Report

January:

2nd CRI 
(’02)

January:

NWC 
assessment 
of offsite 
mitigation

Jun 2:

Final 
BiOp

November:

NWC 
approach to 
limiting 
factors and 
offsite 
mitigation

Jan 31:

ESU 
summaries 
distributed  
for comment

Timeline unknown or  not included:

Science workshop on analytical approach to trend analyses

New Biological Assessment (if decision is to produce one)

Refining approach to use of risk metrics in jeopardy analysis

December:

SIMPAS 
updated for 
analysis


