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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: Regional Coordinating Group 
FROM: John Ogan 
 
SUBJECT: Action Items from July 22, 2003 RCG Meeting 
 
 
Agenda Item 1.  Update on subbasin planning:  A general update on subbasin planning activities  
was provided by Lynn Palensky.  The group discussed the May 28th plan submission deadline,  
ISRP review parameters, and the amendment adoption process that the Council will employ. 
 
 Action Item: Level II coordinators need to take actions to ensure that all billings from 

the subbasins are submitted no later than September 15th. 
 
 Action Item: Council staff should prepare a description of the process that the Council 

may use to review subbasin plans, and bring that to the RCG for discussion and development.  
The question of subbasin planning group participation after May 28th should be one of the 
issues discussed. 

 
 Action Item: The RCG, through Council staff, should continue to work with the ISRP to 

understand the scope of its review of subbasin plans. Scientific matters and the “logic path” 
from assessment, objectives, and strategies should be the Panel’s focus.  Other non-technical 
issues such as the degree of public participation or identification of alternatives that were 
rejected by planners should not be a concern to the Panel or significant elements of its 
review. 

 
 Action Item: Time is being scheduled for the ISRP.  Subbasin groups that desire a 

preliminary review prior to May 28th should begin to schedule time for the review and work 
towards that as a deadline. 

 
 Action Item:  The role and need for a Level III technical group was discussed. Peter 

Paquet will continue to work with Level II participants and NOAA on Level III coordination, 
and report to the RCG at its next meeting. 

 



 Action Item: Oregon and Idaho are developing subbasin plan review processes, and 
would like to see them incorporated into the Council review process and federal agency 
(NOAA/USFWS) involvement. 

 
Agenda Item 2.  Report on recommendations of the four Governors: Doug Marker  
reported that the Council was drafting a letter to be sent to the Governors of the Northwest  
states to outline how it understands the assignments it was given in the June 2003 “Four  
Governors letter.”  The RCG group discussed the prominence of the subbasin planning initiative  
and the role of the RCG in the Governors’ letter.  Federal RCG members noted that the federal  
caucus group had been drafting a similar response letter. 
 
 Action Item: Doug Marker and federal agency representatives are to collaborate on the 

response letters that are being developed. 
 
Agenda Item 3.  Update on FCRPS Biological Opinion remand :  John Ogan and Rob  
Walton provided updates on the BiOp litigation events and schedule. 
 
Agenda Item 4.  Update on regional coordination of research, monitoring, and evaluation:  
Steve Waste providing a briefing on efforts to coordinate regional activities related to research,  
monitoring and evaluation.  Steve explained that federal and state efforts are increasing in  
coordination, efforts to invite and increase tribal involvement. 
 
Agenda Item 5.  Update on TRT schedules and coordination with subbasin planning:  
Elizabeth Gaar provided an update on the efforts and product schedule of the TRTs.  Concern 
was expressed that TRT products delivered in mid to late- fall of 2003 would arrive too late to be 
incorporated into the subbasin plans that will be delivered to the Council in May 2004. 
 
 Action Item: NOAA and the states should continue to explore ways to bring TRT work  

into subbasin planning in a timely way.  Subbasin planners should continue to work with 
interim guidance for populations and other currently available information in the absence 
of updated or final TRT products. 

 
Agenda Item 6.  Discussion of ESA “assurances”: Rob Walton and Elizabeth Gaar briefed the 
RCG on a “menu” of assurances that could be provided under the ESA for completed subbasin 
plans.  Steve Meyer noted that NOAA and the state of Washington were working on a matrix for 
outlining choices and standards that apply. 
 

Action Item: NOAA will continue to develop a document that outlines an assurances 
“menu” that can be discussed with the RCG. 
 
Action Item: Jim Caswell suggested that NOAA review and modify its policy 
interpreting how to determine when an action is “reasonably certain to occur” for ESA 
purposes. 

 
Agenda Item 7.  Report on Artificial Production and Evaluation and HGMP’s: Bruce 
Suzumoto reported that the APRE was nearing completion, and that the program reports would 
soon be provided to NOAA so that it may finalize HGMPs.  Suzumoto stated that APRE 
hatchery information would be available to subbasin planners via the web by the end of August.  



It was also highlighted that although hatchery operations can significantly affect subbasin 
planning, only hatchery operators are currently participating in the HGMP process.  
 
 Action Item: In the future, encourage greater subbasin planner awareness and 

participation in the HGMP process and activities.   
 
Agenda Item 8.  Level II Issues: Jim Owens inquired about the status and use of out-of-
subbasin effects information.  Concerns about its timeliness for use by the subbasin groups was 
discussed.  Jim Owens asked about what standards would apply for plans that addressed 
mainstem segments.  Peter Paquet and Council staff responded that the executed contracts 
defined the expectation for such plans. 
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