
 

 

January 6. 2003 

Mark Walker  
Public Affairs Northwest Power Planning Council  
851 SW Sixth Avenue, Suite 1100  
Portland, OR 97204-1348 

COMMENTS REGARDING DRAFT MAINSTEM AMENDMENTS  
DOCUMENT 2002-16 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide our comments regarding the Council's "Proposed 
Mainstem Amendments." 

These comments represent the views of the Tri-City Industrial Development Council (TRIDEC) 
of Kennewick, Washington. TRIDEC is an organization of over 375 members business firms, 
governmental agencies, individuals. and associations having an interest in the economic vitality 
and growth of the Tri-Cities area and the Pacific Northwest. 

We have been a long-term supporter of the balanced utilization of the Columbia River as a major 
resource for the economic development of the Pacific Northwest, consistent with environmental 
protection requirements. We are also supportive of programs to restore and maintain the region's 
anadromous fisheries resources. However. we believe that some of the restrictions and 
requirements, which have been placed on utilization of the Columbia River for other purposes are 
not supportable as additional biological data has been developed regarding the Columbia and 
Snake River fisheries resource. We are generally Supportive of the Council's proposed mainstern 
amendments as a balanced and effective effort to meet the needs of both sound fisheries 
management and the beneficial utilization of the Columbia and Snake Rivers for other purposes. 
Based on these general policy considerations. we wish to offer the following specific comments 
regarding the proposed amendments. 

• We support the Council's objective to modify river operations to provide greater biological 
benefits at less cost to the region. It is imperative that a fresh look be taken by the Council 
to balance power and fisheries needs. The proposed mainstem amendments are significant 
inputs to federal agencies decision process regarding Columbia and Snake River operations. 
The public has clearly indicated support and a demand for an affordable and reliable 
electrical power supply coupled with the achievement and maintenance of healthy salmon 
and steelhead runs, The Council's proposed amendments are a step forward in achieving a 
balance between these two goals. 
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•  Regional efforts to achieve the Council's Fish and Wildlife program goals must be cost 
effective and affordable to BPA and the region's electrical utility customers. BPA's and 
local utility rates have risen drastically in the last few years. with a significant negative 
impact on the regional economy. Although the F&W program requirements are not the 
major cause of the rate increases, they are a significant factor. The public is supportive of 
adequate funding for F&W programs. They are not supportive of expenditures for these 
purposes beyond those necessary for protection and enhancement of the regional 
resources. The Council's proposals are a step forward to achieving a cost effective 
fisheries program in the Columbia and Snake Rivers. 

•  Changes in operation of the Columbia and Snake River system must be based upon sound 
science. There is strong evidence that supports a review of the spill strategy. Available data 
indicates that the spill levels at some dams have been too high and a greater biological 
benefit will be achieved at lower spill levels. Spring flow augmentation should be avoided 
unless available data shows conclusively significant improvement in salmon and steelhead 
survival. 

• It is necessary that the region establish clearly defined and acceptable priorities for 
salmon and other fisheries resources. Issues which need to be addressed include wild 
versus hatchery fish, anadromous versus resident fish population, ESA listings. Priorities 
for these resources must be established to enable more cost effective operation of the 
rivers to be achieved. 

• We believe that a "fresh look" must be taken of Columbia and Snake River management 
programs, based on sound science, to establish what are the actual needs to reestablish 
both the anadromous and resident fisheries resource. Consideration of inclusion of 
hatchery fish returns should be a part of this review. 

• The proposed changes in flow management and storage strategies are in our opinion 
reasonable and appropriate and will permit the achievement of BOP resource objectives 
without undue impact on other uses of the resource. Studies should be undertaken to 
evaluate the effectiveness of the strategy changes and validate the appropriateness of the 
changes. 

• Consideration must be given to the maintenance of a balance between irrigation, power 
and fisheries resource needs in years of limited water supplies. Flexibility must be 
provided for the storage and flow regimes to enable the system to meet unexpected 
changes in both the fisheries resource and other river users needs. 



 

• In view of the current and ongoing BPA revenue problems, reasonable and sustainable 
limits must be established for the funding provided for the fisheries and environmental 
programs consistent with actual needs. All proposed programs funded by BPA must be 
independently validated for need, effectiveness, and cost. 

• A public information and review process should be established for all restoration and 
research programs to establish their need, validity, and cost effectiveness. Priorities need 
to be established for research, monitoring, and evaluation programs to insure that highest 
priority program needs are met first. 

• The Council should continue with an aggressive and effective program of review of all 
resource programs funded by the BPA. Assurance must be provided that state and tribal 
priorities are met in funding allocations. 

Thank you for the opportunity to present our views on the Council's proposals, which are of 
great significance to the economic vitality of the Pacific Northwest. 

 


