
-----Original Message----- 
From: Bruce Foster [mailto:bruce_foster@compuserve.com] 
Sent: Thursday, December 12, 2002 10:38 AM 
To: Northwest Power Planning Council 
Subject: Draft Mainstem Amendments to the Columbia Basin Fish & Wildlife 
Program 
 
 
The press release on the draft amendments states that, according to 
chairman Larry Cassidy, "most of the Council members believe the biological 
benefits of spring flow augmentation for migrating salmon and steelhead 
have not been well-documented."  This reminds me of the situation in the 
Klamath Basin, where a similar finding of a lack of scientific evidence was 
used to justify cutting back on river flows.  As Mr. Cassidy and the other 
members of the Council no doubt know, that turned out to be a really bad 
decision, with losses estimated at about 30,000 fish. 
 
It's important to note that a lack of evidence that a particular action 
will cause harm is NOT evidence that the action is harm free.  Salmon and 
steelhead runs have been devastated by dams and their operation to benefit 
irrigators, barges, and hydropower generation.  We simply can't afford to 
risk cutting back on spring flows just because we don't have definitive 
proof that the flows are beneficial. 
 
On the other hand, augmenting winter flows seems like an excellent idea.  
Changing dam operations to return the river to a more natural flow can only 
be beneficial to all runs of salmon and steelhead.  I strongly urge you to 
maintain the current spring augmentation and, in addition, institute higher 
winter flows.  I realize this will mean less power generation and higher 
power costs, but I'm prepared to pay those costs.  Compared to the loss of 
additional species, which are priceless, that seems a small price to pay. 
 
Bruce Foster 
3129 Autumn View Ct. 
West Linn, OR 97068-2330 
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