
Oregon Natural Desert Association


Mr. William Booth
Chairman
Northwest Power and Conservation Council
851 S.W. Sixth Avenue, Suite 1100
Portland, OR 97204-1348

RE:  2008 Amendments to the Northwest Power and Conservation Council’s Columbia River Basin Fish and Wildlife Program.

Dear Mr. Booth, 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on behalf of the Oregon Natural Desert Association (ONDA).  ONDA is a non-profit membership organization dedicated to protecting and conserving the high desert lands of Oregon.  ONDA has over 1,000 members, mainly Oregon residents.  We are dedicated to the preservation and improvement of riparian areas, fisheries, water quality and natural resources of Oregon’s high desert.
The Salmon Stronghold Fund proposal comes at an important time in the conservation of steelhead trout in the John Day basin.  Steelhead populations in the John Day River are stable, but estimated at 10% of their historical levels.   We are concerned that critical habitat is not being managed in a way that will allow the full recovery of their population.  Many of the tributaries of the John Day River are temperature-limited and require riparian restoration, the removal of livestock and horse grazing, and increased in-stream water rights to improve seasonal flows.
The John Day River has been identified as a priority river in the Columbia basin due to its high potential for restoration, and lack of dams.  John Day steelhead trout are genetically wild, and several subpopulations exist in the North, Middle, and South forks in the upper basin.   Priority areas have already been identified by conservation organizations, federal agencies, and state wildlife departments; these areas were determined using a range of criteria and will help to focus recovery efforts.  In the past decade, strong relationships between watershed councils, SWCD’s, federal agencies and conservation groups have been forged in the basin, which promotes a collaborative process to begin restoration work.   Thanks to existing efforts such as redd monitoring, landowners engaging in CREP to revitalize 303(d) limited streams, and tribal lands managed exclusively for conservation, the John Day River basin is poised to implement focused and goal-oriented habitat recovery for listed steelhead trout.
We recommend a Columbia Basin Stronghold Partnership Fund be established to focus on the recovery efforts of steelhead trout.  This fund can help protect and accelerate the restoration of habitat with high potential.  It is important to establish “wild salmon refuges” where critical habitat is largely intact and artificial production is absent or limited. The removal of cattle grazing in potential restoration areas should be considered for the long-term stabilization of banks, soils and the plant community.  This can be accomplished through additional funds for easements, land exchanges, and grazing allotment retirement on public lands.  We also support that submissions for funding should be reviewed by a panel of experts comprised of government, tribal and non-governmental interests. 



Sincerely,



Aaron Killgore
John Day Coordinator
Oregon Natural Desert Association
33 Irving St.
Bend, Oregon 97701
akillgore@onda.org
541-330-2638
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