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June 9, 2008
Patty O’Toole
Northwest Power and Conservation Council
851 S.W. Sixth Avenue, Suite 1100 JUN
Portland, Oregon 97204 16 2003

Dear Ms. O’Toole:
Re: Support for the Stewardship Partners proposed Salmon-Safe amendment

The Walla Walla Basin Watershed Council would like to express it’s support for the
Stewardship Partners proposed amendment to the Fish and Wildlife Program. This
amendment speaks to the opportunity of encouraging more farms and ranches to adopt
the Salmon-Safe Certification practices that protect fish and wildlife habitat. Salmon-Safe
is gaining recognition throughout the Northwest as a credible certification program for
conservation practices on farms, ranches, and urban landscapes. In turn, the products that
come off that land have a Salmon-Safe label, adding value to the product in the
marketplace.

The goals of Salmon-Safe and the goals of the Northwest Power and Conservation
Council’s Fish and Wildlife program are similar in that they both seek to work
proactively with landowners to protect and improve fish and wildlife habitat in the
Columbia Basin. BPA funding support for Salmon-Safe will enable Salmon-Safe to
access USDA Farm Bill funds by meeting its non-federal matching requirements.

Please consider the Watershed Council’s support for the Program amendment and contact
our staff at 541-938-2170 if you have any questions. Thank you.

Sincerely,

John Zerba, Chairman
Walla Walla Basin Watershed Council



