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June 12, 2008

Steve Crow, Executive Director

Northwest Power and Conservation Council

851 SW Sixth Avenue

Suite 1100

Portland, OR 97204

Dear Mr. Crow:

The Snake River Salmon Recovery Board has reviewed the Fish and Wildlife Agencies and Tribes of The Columbia Basin Fish and Wildlife Authority recommendations for Amendments to the Northwest Power and Conservation Council regarding the 2000 Columbia Basin Fish and Wildlife Program.  Our comments focus on Section 3.0 – Amendments to the Ecological Province, Sub basin and Focal Species Provisions for Anadromous fish.  We offer the following comments on the CBFWA recommendations.

First, we believe the summaries for ESA-listed salmonids in southeast Washington in Section 3.0 are good distillations of a tremendous amount of information, allowing for a quick understanding of the population status, goals, limiting factors (threats) and strategies.   These summaries will allow policy makers and managers a quick understanding of the status, goals, threats and strategies for each population and we support inclusion of these templates in the amended Program.  

Second, while staff has reviewed the information for each of the ESA-listed anadromous fish populations in our recovery region we request that the information be subject to further review by our regional technical team in consultation with fisheries managers in our region to provide input to the Council to ensure that the information for each population is consistent with our 2006 Snake River Salmon Recovery Plan.  Upon initial review we believe that the abundance status and goals are consistent with the SRSR Plan but information is missing and some cases the information is inconsistent as it pertains to the limiting factors (threats) and strategies in most of the templates for populations in the Snake River Salmon Recovery Region.  This is to be expected and should not be construed by the Council that we are opposed to the summaries and templates but rather indicates our desire to more closely coordinate with CBFWA through our fisheries managers and regional technical team on development of the information in the final templates and summaries.  

Last and perhaps most important is that we believe the summaries/templates should serve as the basis for developing implementation work plans, i.e., management plans for each sub basin/population.  Fortunately, we have just completed a 3-year habitat implementation plan that identifies the actions (projects and assessments) needed to address the limiting factors (threats) consistent with the strategies identified to move our region closer to the physical and biological objectives established in the regional Sub basin Plans and further developed in the Snake River Salmon Recovery Plan.  We also want to emphasize that seven years of organizing and planning must now transition quickly into implementation, monitoring and adaptive management.  
In closing, we support the summaries and templates in Chapter 3 of the CBFWA recommendations and look forward to working with our regional fisheries managers to ensure accuracy of the final document pertaining to ESA-listed salmonids in the Snake River Salmon Recovery Region.  
Respectfully submitted:

Del Groat,
Chair Snake River Salmon Recovery Board

410B East Main


Dayton, WA  99328
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Voting Board Members:  Cathy Schaeffer, Yancey Reser, Stuart Durfee, Dick Ducharme, Dick Jones, Roland Schirman, Doug Mattoon, Jay Holzmiller, Dick Isaac, Confederated Tribe of Umatilla Indian Reservation, Butch Klaveano, Gary Cole, Del Groat, Michael Largent, Ed Schultz

