Yakama Nation 2008-2009 Program Amendment Comments

There is a need to revise, clarify or add biological objectives for Yakima River Anadromous fish species.  Many anadromous species are lacking objectives while others lack consistency across tables.  One of the purposes of the YKFP is to enhance existing stocks of anadromous fish in the Yakima and Klickitat river basins while maintaining genetic resources and reintroduce stocks formerly present in the basins.  Because of this, we believe biological objectives for all indigenous species native to the Yakima River should be included in the Council’s recommendations.  Species specific comments or recommendations are provided below.
Spring Chinook: In section 3.4.5 of Yakima River Subbasin, the table states a near, mid and long term biological objectives for “Adult natural returns”.  It is not clear weather these are escapement objectives or natural run size to the Yakima River mouth.  The objectives are consistent with the Yakima Klickitat Fisheries project’s quantitative objectives for natural escapement so it is recommended the language be changed to reflect this. In section 3.4 of the Columbia Plateau Province, the “short term objectives” for adult escapement correlate with the “near term” objectives from section 3.4.5.  This seems inconsistent, and it is our recommendation the short term objectives in section 3.4 of the Columbia Plateau Province section be replaced with the mid term natural escapement objectives of 15,400-19,500.

Anadromous Species lacking biological objectives: There is no reference to any biological objectives for summer and fall chinook, coho, and sockeye.  Our recommended biological objectives for these species are provided in the table below.
	Species
	Adult natural returns: 

	Summer Chinook
	12,000

	Fall Chinook
	4,700

	Coho
	5,000

	Sockeye
	30,000


