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June 12, 2008
BY ELECTRONIC MAIL
Mr. Bill Booth, Chairman

Northwest Power and Conservation Council

851 SW 6th Avenue, Suite 1100

Portland, OR 97204

RE:
2008-2009 F&W Program Amendments

Dear Chairman Booth:

On behalf of the 100,000 member/owners served by the utilities of Western Montana Electric Generating and Transmission Cooperative (WMG&T), we offer these comments on the proposed amendments to the Northwest Power Planning Council’s Fish and Wildlife Program (Program).  The utility members of WMG&T are all full requirements customers of Bonneville, and thus pay for the Council’s Program through their wholesale power purchases.  We support the previously submitted amendments from the power industry with particular emphasis on the following points.
The Council’s Program should specifically address mitigation for the hydrosystem.  It is inappropriate to ask the Bonneville ratepayers to fund mitigation for all human-caused impacts on fish and wildlife.  To the degree that the Council’s Program proposes mitigation not directly associated with the hydrosystem’s impacts, those mitigation efforts must be credited to the hydrosystem.

The Council’s Program must be designed to provide policy guidance and not contain a series of prescriptive details.  Proposed amendments that contain prescriptive details should be rejected as they tie the hands of future Council’s and prevent the application of adaptive management when new information is received.  Additionally, the FCRPS Biological Opinion and the recent memoranda of agreement should be incorporated by reference only.  This approach allows the Program to remain a vital document that can guide future mitigation rather than a plan that quickly loses vitality.
The Council has led the region in bringing scientific and economic reviews of fish and wildlife proposals.  All projects proposed for funding must be required to undergo a thorough scientific review by the Independent Scientific Review Panel in order to be considered for Council approval.  Projects such as those proposed in the recent memoranda of agreement related to the FCRPS Biological Opinion need ISRP review to ensure that they will deliver the promised biological benefits and that they fit with the rest of the Program.  The Council’s Program needs to continue to provide support for this vital review function.  
Thank you for the opportunity to comment.








Sincerely,
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William K. Drummond








Manager







