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June 12, 2008

Mr. Bill Booth
Chairman
Northwest Power and Conservation Council

851 S.W. 6th Avenue, Suite 1100

Portland, OR  97204-1348

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Thank you for providing PNGC Power with the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Council’s Fish and Wildlife Program.

PNGC Power is a cooperative utility owned by its 15 member utilities. We are responsible for procuring and scheduling power and transmission on both a preschedule and a real-time basis to our various member loads. Our members are located largely in rural communities throughout Oregon, Idaho, Washington and Montana.  We serve customers in seven western states.  Making the Council’s program efficient, cost effective and successful is of vital importance to our member-owners.  

As you know, PNGC Power worked with the Public Power Council (PPC), the Pacific Northwest Utilities Conference Committee (PNUCC), and Northwest RiverPartners (NWRP) to develop a single set of amendments that each organization submitted individually on April 4.  
Our amendment included these five priorities.  The Council’s program should:

· mitigate for the impacts of the FCRPS, not all impacts are caused by humans,
· provide guiding principles and avoid prescriptive details,  (The language of the Council’s program should describe the general type of tasks that need to be done, freeing the Council to make shorter-term decisions on how the work should be done and by whom.)
· complement other ongoing regional actions,
· prioritize projects, share costs with other agencies, and
· provide an ecologically based framework .

PNGC Power offers these comments on amendments submitted by other organizations.  The Council should:

· oppose amendments that name or create funding allocations for specific projects, groups or entities,
· reject proposals that add language or requirements from biological opinions, memoranda of agreement, sub basin plans and recovery plans,
· focus implementation on meeting the hydropower mitigation requirements of the Northwest Power Act, 
· reject proposals that enumerate adult abundance, smolt-to-adult return ratios or ability to support harvest as goals for program implementation,

· reject proposals that are coupled with goals or loss assessments based on historic abundance levels,

· adopt the biological performance and environmental characteristic objectives for program implementation proposed in April by PNGC Power, PPC, PNUCC and NWRP,
· adopt proposals that establish a project solicitation and request-for-proposal process based upon the needs of fish and wildlife,
· adopt implementation criteria that creates priorities for solicitation and selection of fish and wildlife projects,
· reject proposals to further expand monitoring and evaluation in the program, with renewed emphasis on the priority of funding specific actions with measurable benefits,

· place greater emphasis on the Council’s independent scientific review panel and advisory board.
Northwest ratepayers, including PNGC Power’s owners, shoulder the cost of most Columbia River fish and wildlife programs, including those directed by the Council.  Our members believe that ratepayer-funded programs should be supported by the best-available science and provide the greatest benefit to ESA-listed fish at the lowest cost.  
We look forward to working with the Council throughout this important and timely process.

Sincerely,
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Dan James

Vice President, Public Affairs & Marketing

Pacific Northwest Generating Cooperative

711 NE Halsey ( Portland, OR 97232-1268

(503) 288-1234 ( Fax (503) 288-2334 ( www.pngcpower.com
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