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The Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation


P.O. Box 150, Nespelem, WA 99155
(509) 634-2200



FAX: (509) 634-4116


June 9, 2008

Mr. Bill Booth, Chair

Northwest Power and Conservation Council

851 S.W. Sixth Avenue, Suite 1100

Portland, Oregon  97204

Dear Mr. Booth:

The Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation (Tribes) submit the following clarifying comments relevant to our previously submitted recommendations to the Northwest Power and Conservation Council (Council).  As you are aware, the Tribes have recently signed a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) with the federal action agencies.  As such, we have several specific clarifications to avoid conflicting positions in our recommendations.

The Tribes offer the following clarifications:

1. The Tribes only recommend the hydro-system strategies and actions that are in the Biological Opinions (Bi-Ops) and the MOA.

2. The Tribes recommend that the ESA specific projects, outlined in the Bi-Ops and MOA, define the necessary ESA recovery actions over the next ten-years. 
3. The Tribes recommend the Research Monitoring and Evaluation provisions that are in the Bi-Ops and MOA.

4. The Tribes support the numerical biological objectives and performance metrics, over the next ten years, which are included in the Bi-Ops and MOA.

5. The Tribes are not recommending any specific funding allocation formula other than the funding requirement of implementing the Colville MOA.
6. The Tribes are not recommending that individual projects be specifically included in the Columbia Basin Fish and Wildlife Program (Program).  However, the Tribes recommend that the Council recognize the MOA as a general provision of the Program.

7. The Tribes support the development of a plan to better integrate resident fish habitat protection as part of the ecosystem-based approach.  The Tribes MOA supports the development of approaches, for addressing the creditable value of past and ongoing Bonneville Power Administration funded measures for resident fish. 
Thank you for this opportunity to provide clarifying comments.

Sincerely,

Joe Peone, Fish and Wildlife Director
Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation    

