
 
 

Mr. Bill Booth, Chairman 

NWPPC 

851 S.W. 6
th
 Avenue 

Portland, OR 97204-1348 

 

Dear Mr. Booth: 

 

I am writing in support of amending the 2008 – 2009 Columbia River Basin Fish and Wildlife Program 

to include the critical work of the Yakima Basin Environmental Education Program (YBEEP).  As an 

organization focused on the recovery of steelhead and salmon in the Yakima Basin, my group relies 

upon the efforts of YBEEP.  Salmon recovery can not succeed without citizen support and 

understanding.  Each year, YBEEP educates nearly 5000 citizens on the value of salmon recovery.  No 

other organization is poised to fill the void that would be left by the termination of YBEEP’s educational 

programs, and no other organization possesses the expertise to educate so many children and adults in 

such an effective and efficient manner. 

 

I worked with Bob and Lynn Tuck to develop the salmon viewing trail along the Cle Elum River.  

Throughout the planning process, I was impressed with their focus on proving accessible, high-quality 

education for as many visitors as possible.  Although it would have been possible to create a viewing 

area that was only accessible to students on their field trips, they were adamant about creating a venue to 

educate everyone.  Through persistence and personal charisma, they lined up strong partnerships and 

grant support for the creation of the trail and its interpretive materials.  This fall, visitors to the Cle Elum 

River will be eager to learn about riparian ecosystems, salmon life cycle, and salmon recovery efforts.  I 

hope that YBEEP will be around to offer the Saturday public presentations that have drawn families for 

the past 2 years.  

 

YBEEP is a crucial component of salmon recovery work in the Yakima Basin.  I urge you to amend the 

2008 – 2009 budget to include this program.  Please contact me if I can provide you with further 

information about the program.    
 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Rebecca DG Wassell 

 

Yakima Basin Program Manager  

Mid-Columbia Fisheries Enhancement Group 

421 N. Pearl Street, Suite 216, Ellensburg, WA 98926 

Phone:  509-281-1311;  Fax: 509-267-2151 

becca@midcolumbiarfeg.com; www.midcolumbiarfeg.com  


