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Katherine West Myers

Research Synopsis

Katherine W. Myers is a fishery research biologist and Principal Investigator of the long-
term (1953-present) High Seas Salmon Research Program at the School of Aquatic and
Fishery Sciences, University of Washington. The overarching goal of her research is to
increase scientific knowledge of Pacific salmon and steelhead trout in the open ocean of
the North Pacific Ocean and Bering Sea through retrospective, field, laboratory, and
computer modeling research in cooperation with other scientists in Canada, Japan,
Korea, Russia, and the United States. Ongoing research grants and projects include
North Pacific Anadromous Fish Commission (NPAFC) research coordination, funded by
the Auke Bay Laboratory, Alaska Fisheries Science Center, NMFS; GLOBEC research in
collaboration with the University of Alaska Fairbanks and Auke Bay Laboratory on food
habits, growth, and bioenergetics of juvenile pink salmon in coastal waters of the Gulf
of Alaska, funded by the National Science Foundation; research to estimate mixing
proportions of chinook salmon stocks in the bycatch of U.S. commercial trawl fisheries
in the eastern Bering Sea and to determine overlap in food habits and potential
competitive interactions between western Alaska salmon and other salmon stocks on
the high seas, funded by the Yukon River Drainage Fisheries Association; research on
migration of salmon in the Bering Sea, funded by the Alaska Fisheries Science Center;
and research on annual variation of salmon scale growth patterns, as part of a USGS-BRD
funded study of functional linkages between climate, anthropogenic factors and the
epipelagic community of the North Pacific Ocean. As a member of the NPAFC/Bering-
Aleutian Salmon International Survey (BASIS) working group, Myers is also an active
participant in NPAFC salmon tagging research funded by the North Pacific Research
Board since 2002.

A. Degrees
Ph.D. in Fisheries, Hokkaido University, Hakodate, 1998
M.Sc. in Fisheries, Oregon State University, Corvallis, 1980
B.Sc. in Fisheries, University of Washington, Seattle, 1976

B. Appointments

Principal Research Scientist and Principal Investigator, High Seas
Salmon Research Program, School of Aquatic and Fishery Sciences,
University of Washington

2004-present

1999—2003 Principal Research Scientist and Co-Principal Investigator,

University of Washington, High Seas Salmon Research Program

1987-1998 Principal Fisheries Biologist and Project Leader, University of
Washington, High Seas Salmon Research Program

1984-1986 Senior Fisheries Biologist and Asst. Project Leader, University
of Washington, High Seas Salmon Research Program

1981-1984 Fisheries Biologist, University of Washington, High Seas Salmon
Research Program
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Examples of Professional Activities/Awards (5)

Member, Committee on Review of Western Alaska (AYK) Research and Restoration Plan
for Salmon, Board on Environmental Studies and Toxicology, Division of Earth and Life
Sciences, National Research Council, The National Academies, September 2003-present

Distinguished Service Award, American Institute of Fishery Research Biologists, 2000

US Salmon Expert, US Editor, and Rapporteur, North Pacific Anadromous Fish
Commission, Committee on Scientific Research and Statistics, 1993-present; US
Member, Science Sub-Committee, 1998-present; US Member Bering-Aleutian Salmon
International Survey (BASIS) Working Group, 2001-present

Award for Excellence for Exemplary Service to the University of Washington,
Professional Staff Organization, 1994, for leadership of the University of High Seas
Salmon Research Program; Nominated by the School of Fisheries for the 1997
Distinguished Staff Group Award for Exemplary Service to the University of
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