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LUHRJENSEN"& sons, INC. IO
400 Portway Ave., P.0. Box 297, Hood River, OR 97031 « (541) 386-3811 « Fax (541) 386-4917 «

November 29, 2005

Ms Melinda Eden, Chair

Northwest Power and Conservation Council
851 SW Sixth Ave., Suite 1020

Portland, OR 97204

Dear Mr. Wright and Ms. Eden:

Our company, Luhr Jensen & Sons, Inc. has been in business for more than 70
years. It was started by my father (Luhr Jensen, Sr.). a man who loved to fish ...and, at
the time and out of necessity, developed the ability to make his own fishing lures. That
passion for fishing, combined with an entrepreneurial spirit (or desire/need to feed his
growing family). spawned a home business that grew over time. to be one of the largest
fishing tackle companies in the world. In recent times our company has employed more
than 300 people in this small community, and contributed millions of dollars per year to
the local and state economy through wages and taxes. The genesis of this company was
based on a healthy and renewable resource. A resource that was, without question, awe-
inspiring at the time. Today, more than ever, the future of our company depends on this
resource. .. which for a number of reasons is threatened by the ...nature of man.

As we all understand, there are many hands that reach out to the waters of our
Columbia River system. Power, agriculture, navigation, even the mining and timber
industry activities can have an impact on the environment and the fishery resource. We
have done much, both ideologically and financially in our efforts maintain viable fish
runs in the Columbia, and I think that most people honestly share the concerns that the
hand of man is heavy on this amazing and valuable resource. Yet, what we have
accomplished with these efforts and investment simply has not been enough. Our fish
runs are failing... endangered. Our communities that depend on a healthy fishery are
suffering. Business’s that were a part of my childhood and that once prospered from the
abundant fisheries that we enjoyed...have failed... no longer in existence.

...my point. Management! There are dedicated people, ...many dedicated people,
that are working hard to learn the best possible management techniques that will give us
the answers that we need to sustain and, hopefully, grow these fisheries back to the levels
that we once enjoyed. Proper management of this valuable resource depends on
understanding... which is based on empirical scientific knowledge.

0
£ & 2005


Jenkins
Rectangle


[ was thrilled to see the recent article in the Oregonian about the FPC’s
investment in the Spring Creek science center. I have since learned that the overview and
possible funding of the research center is being “jiggled” with... I am not sure where the
ultimate responsibility for this enterprise is going to wind up, but I certainly want to see
that it is with a group that understands and respects the importance of the contribution
that it can/will make to better understanding what is needed to maintain and to enhance
this fishery resource that means so much to so many. Please do what is necessary to
insure that our state fishery people and the concerned tribal fishery managers have a close
and viable working relationship with the governing body of this project.

Our family business and the jobs of many of the people on our community depend
on this resource. We, and the concerned people in our industry, do all that we can do the
support and grow this resource that we love. Please do all that you can do to protect the
contribution that the FPC is making to our understanding of the best possible
management techniques.

Thank you...

Phil Jensen, PYesident
Luhr Jensen &\Sons. Inc.



