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From: Eden, Melinda mw
Sent:  Tuesday, December 08, 2005 3:09 PM
To: Council Members
Cc: F&W Plus; F&W State Staff

Subject: FW: Fish Passage Center Issue

From: Martin, Jim
Sent: Tuesday, December 06, 2005 10:56 AM
To: Eden, Melinda

Subject: Fish Passage Center Issue

Dear Council Chair Eden,

Please excuse the e-mail format but | didn't have time to get this to you via snail mail before the upcoming
hearing. My name is Jim Martin and | am the Conservation Director of the Berkley Conservation Institute, a
division of Pure Fishing, the nation's largest fishing tackle manufacturer. | am also the retired Chief of Fisheries of
the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife. '

When | was leading the charge for ODFW, | found the Fish Passage Center to be absolutely critical to
participating in the BiOp negotiations with NMFS after their first rejection. | think the responsibility to help the
agencies and tribes fulfill their co-manager responsibilities is founded directly in the Power Act and must be
paramount in whatever solution emerges from this latest disruption.

| suggest housing the new center directly in CBFWA and ensuring objectivity with an oversight board and a
complaints investigation process that can answer any allegation of bias. It is critical not to parcel out the work,
because that will just ensure more overhead and lack of efficiency. The work must be integrated to provide the
most effective support. The Agencies and Tribes must have the technical assistance to be able to participate
credibly in the process of finding the right recovery strategy and the measures that will operationalize that
strategy. Another critical element is the monitoring that will ensure that strategies turn into resuits in juvenile/adult
migration rates/survival and smolt to adult ratios that ensure rebuilding and recovery.

The Fish Passage Center website has proved helpful to many of us in the sport fishing industry in assessing the
run timing and projections. We need objectivity and transparency in the development and dissemination of
analysis. The website has had over 7 million visits a year...which is a sign of the usefulness as a central source
for the whole region.

Please do your best to preserve the centralized function of the work, the transparency and objectivity of the work
and the effective monitoring of the results. We need cost effectiveness, but we need the technical support of the
Agencies and Tribes as well.

Thanks for considering my thoughts on this matter. | speak with many years of experience on this issue.

Sincerely, .
o 2005« anpys
Jim Martin ' &

Conservation Director,
Berkley Conservation Institute
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