 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1We intend to place commercial cod traps in identified pools of the Columbia River to catch Northern Pikeminnow.  These traps have proven effective in the commercial cod fisheries in Alaska and we believe them to be the answer for decreasing the Pike Minnow population without killing other fish that may enter the trap.  We intend to do this during the winter months when the Pikeminnow Sport Reward program is not active.

 Gulf Vessel Management Inc owns two commercial fishing vessels.  We intend to use the 72' “Lauren L. Kapp” to start this project.  The vessel is well equipped to work on the river in the winter and has good accommodations for crew and guests, if observers wish to be aboard.  The Captain and crew are commercial fishermen and are professionals with years of experience. 

The project would be good to do in the pools that have an abundance of Pike Minnows to stop their predation on juvenile salmon.  We believe this would be in addition to the Sport Reward Program now in place.  It is intended to thin out the Pike minnow population in the pools along the Columbia and Snake rivers that the Sport Reward Program did not effectively diminish.  Working with the State agencies we will be able to tell what pools need a little more thinning of Northern Pikeminnow.   

