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Crab Creek Subbasin Plan BPA 07-09 Project Proposal WDFW Region 2 Prioritization

	Proposal ID
	Project Name
	Sponsor
	Priority & Value by WDFW Program
	FY07
	FY08
	FY09
	Total Budget


	200102800

	Banks Lake Fishery Evaluation Project
	WDFW 
	WDFW Fish Program 1st priority

High value
	$482,076
	$609,631
	$471,756
	1,563,463

	WDFW Fish Program # 1 High value:  This is a continuing BPA project.   Data collection will be finished in FY06.  Without further funding, analyses will be delayed indefinitely.  Several strategies have been employed to increase kokanee survival, and populations have continued to improve over the last 3 years.  In fact, the first significant kokanee fisheries in over two decades have occurred the last few years.  Analysis is critical to understanding which of these strategies has worked, if any, and what other circumstances may have played a role in the resultant fisheries.

ISRP’s decision not to fund was based on the erroneous assumption that Banks’ kokanee population was suffering the same fate as FDR’s – heavy predation limiting the recruitment of stocked kokanee.  Whereas few gains have been made at FDR, the results at Banks Lake are very promising.

The Banks Lake evaluation is also tied to BPA funding for kokanee production at Ford Hatchery and DFW’s long range plans for a Banks Lake kokanee broodstock to serve that facility’s production for both Banks and FDR.  The BPA FDR project will likely receive a high local rating and is tied to the Spokane and Colville tribal fisheries programs, and so will likely receive funding despite ISRP’s decision not to fund FDR. 

Finally, BOR’s latest bid for another feeder route to Potholes Reservoir will likely affect Banks Lake operations.  DFW has been tasked with informing BOR on the impacts of these changes, and the Banks Lake data is critical to that evaluation.

Our current plan will pare down the original BPA proposal, concentrating on data analysis and kokanee management.

	200701800

	Stock Assessment for salmon, steelhead, and other fish species in Lower Crab Creek, WA
	WDFW 
	WDFW Fish Program 2nd priority High value
	$269,000
	$259,000
	$254,000
	$782,000

	WDFW Fish Program # 2 High value:  As recognized by the ISRP, the proposal's goal is really to determine if steelhead and fall Chinook in lower Crab Creek constitute legitimate spawning populations, or are simply collections of strays from other sources.  The ISRP agreed that this proposal was fundable and “…will provide valuable information for an area of the Columbia Basin that receives relatively little attention.”  … “…the environmental conditions of the Columbia Plateau differ from those of the North Cascades, and if the salmon and steelhead in Crab Creek are truly native stocks then they may possess local adaptations that contribute to the viability of the evolutionary significant unit (ESU) as a whole.”  … “The lack of knowledge about fish populations and habitat in Crab Creek was one of the key deficiencies identified in the subbasin plan. This project would begin to provide solid information on the origin and abundance of anadromous fishes using the basin.”

With the ISRP’s blessing, this proposal would likely be funded with a high local rating.  If requested, tribal support might also drive BPA funding on this proposal.

Genetic identification and population viability/production capacity have been huge vacuums in the discussion of Crab Creek management for many years.  This information is critical to any decisions made as to the future of lower Crab Creek.  Despite its possible consequences, DFW especially and all entities involved should know the true status of these species before making any final decisions on the several proposals for this area. While onerous from the start, this knowledge could very well save all involved much trouble in the end.

	200724300

	Crab Creek Subbasin Plan 2007
	 WDFW
	WDFW Fish Program 3rd priority Medium value
	$25,778
	$0
	$0
	$25,778

	WDFW Fish Program # 3 Medium value:  It is difficult to estimate the importance of funding this proposal.  Council has stated that it will not fund proposals without a completed subbasin plan, and if true, this proposal should be our highest priority.  Yet ISRP reviewed and even gave ‘fundable’ recommendations to proposals within the Crab Ck subbasin.  We need to know how things stand, or this will be our persistent worry.

ISRP did not recommend funding; however, it appeared as if they declined the notion that they had jurisdiction.  A local high rating, combined with hue and cry as to past funding deficiencies, might get this proposal funded. As the fish portion of this plan is mostly complete, perhaps it is more wildlife’s call on the importance of finishing the subbasin plan.

	199502800

	Piscivorous Avian Resource Utilization of Moses Lake and the Relationship to Other Systems
	WDFW 
	WDFW Fish Program 4th priority Medium value
	$298,000
	$298,000
	$298,000
	$894,000

	WDFW Fish Program # 4 Medium value:  ISRP saw this as a new proposal rather than a continuation of work already accomplished on Moses Lake, and it was not rated as fundable. The perceived ‘distance’ in space and the species of Moses Lake from the Col R system likely had some impact on ISRP’s decision, and their review was not very comprehensive.  This work would provide important information for local and statewide management, and it ties in with similar statewide projects.  The who’s, where’s, and how much’s of avian predation will be with us for the foreseeable future, and the more we understand in this arena the better we are able to compensate as managers and inform the public.  

	199106100

	Swanson Lake Wildlife Mitigation Project (Swanson Lakes Wildlife Area)
	WDFW


	WDFW Wildlife Program 1st priority High value


	$258,085
	$236,322
	$244,596
	$739,003

	WDFW Wildlife Program #1 High value: This is an ongoing project to maintain mitigation credits for Sharp-tailed  Grouse and other shrubsteppe species. Funding is necessary to operate and maintain this wildlife area.

	200600300
	Desert Wildlife Area O&M (Wetland Enhancement)


	WDFW 
	WDFW Wildlife Program 2nd priority High value
	$320,138
	$365,205
	$222,705
	$908,048

	WDFW Wildlife Program # 2 High value: This is a project to complete an enhancement project and maintain an ongoing project that is providing mitigation.

	200723400

	Assessing Habitat and Environmental Suitability for Northern Leopard Frogs in the Crab Creek and Pend O'reille Subbasins of Eastern Washington
	WDFW 


	WDFW Wildlife Program 3rd priority High value


	$179,751
	$183,075
	$190,644
	$553,470

	WDFW Wildlife Program # 3 High value: Northern Leopard Frogs are a state endangered species. The only remaining populations of Leopard Frogs in the state occur in the Crab Creek Subbasin.








