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October 6, 2006

Mark Walker

Director of Public Affairs

Northwest Power & Conservation Council
851 SW 6th Avenue, Suite 1100

Portland, Oregon 97204-1348

Dear Mr. Walker:

Thank you for providing us an opportunity to comment on the proposed funding
recommendation for the White Salmon River Watershed Assessment Project No.
200712200. The purpose of this letter is to provide a brief overview of the project goals
and to highlight the significance of the exceptional opportunity that will be lost if funding
is not received. There is little time remaining to collect data before Condit Dam is
removed or retrofitted for fish passage, with implementation as early as fall 2008.

The ultimate goal of the White Salmon River Assessment Project is to fill critical
information gaps on existing fish population structure, dynamics, genetics, and habitat
conditions for the creation of a fish re-introduction plan. This plan will serve as a
framework for the future reintroduction of anadromous salmonids and habitat restoration
actions in the White Salmon Basin. Without collection of baseline information prior to
such a large reintroduction and restoration action, the opportunity to gain knowledge that
can be used for other such actions will be forever lost.

This project was designed to document existing habitat conditions and fish populations
within the White Salmon River subbasin in preparation for salmon and steelhead
reintroduction above Condit Dam, before major habitat restoration efforts related to their
reintroduction. This project is a multi-agency effort designed to assess the abundance,
spatial structure, and genetics of adult and juvenile salmon and steelhead below Condit
Dam, and to assess the fish habitat and characteristics of resident salmonids above Condit
Dam. Although past work funded by BPA (Rattlesnake Creek, Project No. 200102500)
provided valuable information one important tributary of the White Salmon River,
information is lacking on existing salmonid stock composition in the rest of the river. To
learn from this large-scale restoration effort, it is critical that information be collected
before re-introduction takes place.



We ask that the Council reconsider funding this project at the October 17-18 meeting in
Helena — at a level that will allow for baseline data to be collected prior to dam removal,
within a scientifically valid Before-After-Control-Impact (BACI) study design. This
proposal received excellent ISRP comments (attached below) that strongly recommended
funding. The ISRP also stated that this proposed work was a unique opportunity for
knowledge to be gained that will have long term benefit beyond the confines of the White
Salmon River basin. This proposal was the top rated project in the Gorge Province when
reviewed by the Yakama Nation and Washington Department of Fish & Wildlife.
However, the proposal was listed as having “no review” in the Council’s website under
the State/Provincial Recommendations column. During the September 12-14 meeting,
the Council did not discuss this project to any significant extent, and the resulting Draft
recommendations did not include any funding for this project. Furthermore, the Draft
recommendations gave no reason for the discrepancy with the positive ISRP review and
“fundable” recommendation. We are willing to work with the Council staff to determine
what the minimum funding level would be to initiate this project within the 2007-2009
timeframe.

We believe we have made a strong case for funding the White Salmon River project,
even if it is at a reduced level. If you have further questions please feel free to contact
Pat Connolly at (509) 538-2299 x269 or patrick_connolly@usgs.gov. Thank you for
considering this request.

Signed:

Patrick J. Connolly, Ph. D. Jim White

Lead Research Fish Biologist Manager

USGS, Western Fisheries Research Center  Underwood Conservation District
Columbia River Research Laboratory 170 NW Lincoln

5501 Cook-Underwood Road PO Box 96

Cook, WA 98605 White Salmon WA 98672
509-538-2299 ext. 269 509-493-1936

Phil Rigdon Rod Engle

Deputy Director Hatchery Assessment Team
Department of Natural Resources, U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Confederated Bands and Tribes of the Columbia River Fisheries Program Office
Yakama Nation 1211 SE Cardinal Court, Suite 100
P.O. Box 151 Vancouver, WA 98683
Toppenish, WA 98948 360-604-2500

509-865-5121



ISRP final recommendation: Fundable
Comment:

This is a large and complex proposal, and the work elements go far beyond the stated
title. With Condit Dam scheduled for decommissioning in 2008, there is indeed a unique
opportunity to gather as much data as possible prior to the dam's removal and to track
the re-establishment of anadromous salmonids in the upper White Salmon watershed
after the dam is gone. In general, the technical background section is well documented,
and the history of salmon management in the White Salmon River system is adequately
presented. The opportunity to assess the effects of Spring Creek National Fish Hatchery
tule Chinook and the upriver brights from Little White Salmon National Fish Hatchery on
an apparently naturally-spawning tule Chinook population in the lower river is interesting,
as is the possibility that headwater rainbow trout may still harbor an anadromous life
history strategy that can be expressed after dam removal.

In order to ensure that specific methods of data collection and analysis used as a part of
this project are consistent with regional efforts to standardize methodology, biologists will
be actively involved with the Collaborative Systemwide Monitoring and Evaluation Project
(CSMEP) and the Pacific Northwest Aquatic Monitoring Partnership (PNAMP). Products and
developments from these efforts will be used to ensure that information generated from
the project is compatible with information generated in other subbasins and is useful for
regionwide assessments.

The ultimate product of this effort will be a planning document, created by the Yakama
Indian Nation (YIN), Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW), United States
Geological Survey (USGS) and the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS),
which will serve as a framework for anadromous salmonid reintroduction and habitat
restoration. The information on salmonid populations and habitat conditions obtained
through this project will be used to create a planning document based on current
scientific information. The framework of reintroduction will be as specific as possible
including the number of generations that need to be conserved, the broodstocks to be
used, and strategies for reintroduction will be recommended by species.

The benefits of this work will be long-term. Non-focal species are not mentioned, but it is
possible that exotic species can invade the White salmon subbasin. Adding a monitoring
component to follow non-native species spread would be helpful.



