Guidelines for QA Inspections 
Qualifications for Pass/Fail
In homes that qualified using the percent of floor ratio path (6% new construction, 10% for existing homes the home will be declared as:

1. “Pass” if:
· The QA test finds results within tolerances (6% new construction; 10% existing homes) and therefore in full compliance AND 
· Visual inspection shows that high pressure areas have been sealed (air handler, supply, plenum, and take-offs). Physical items to check:
· Mastic is applied according to manufacturer’s specifications.
· Straps are used if needed.
· No tape used.
· No disconnects.
2. “Pass” with a phone call to the contractor if
· The QA test finds up to 20% more than maximum allowed, OR 40 CFM above maximum allowed, whichever is lower.

· The phone call would serve to cover the areas where improvement could be made by the contractor, yet it would avoid the costs incurred by having a call back. It is ideal at this time to arrange for the contractor to call the QA inspector before going to do next job, so that education on these items can be done ‘hands on’. 

· If a contractor is found to continually submit inaccurate data, training may need to be scheduled, or a stricter approach taken to encourage the development of better practices.

3. “Fail” if it does not meet either of the above criteria.

The contractor will have to go back out to the jobsite and perform the corrections. 
4. In homes where there are circumstances which do not allow for timely and/or accurate testing, the auditor may elect to test a different job installed by the same contractor.

In homes that qualified using the 50% qualification path, the home will be declared as passing if:
· QA test results are up to 30% over number reported - up to 400CFM @50 Pa duct leakage to outside; for duct systems above 400cfm leakage, up to 125 CFM over number reported will allowed, AND
· Visual inspection shows that all accessible high pressure areas have been sealed (air handler, supply, plenum, and take-offs). Physical items to check:
· Mastic is applied according to manufacturer’s specifications.
· Straps are used if needed.
· No tape used in unapproved locations.
· No disconnects.
· Split-system QA:
· Test must be done on supply side
· Test shows a maximum of 40 CFM over number reported.
Accessibility

The following guidelines can be used to determine if a system is accessible or not, and to determine if the contractor put forth a good faith effort to seal the system. These guidelines are to be followed if the numbers are NOT met, and the question has become “Has the contractor done everything reasonably possible to seal the system?”
· Accessibility does not require drywall patching.

· Accessibility does not fail to consider pressure boundary manipulation (bringing ducts within pressure boundaries of the house)

· Reasonable physical accessibility to duct in question is required.

· Accessibility does not include destruction of non-discolored duct insulation.

Timeliness

In order to prevent extensive system degradation between initial test and QA test, the following time limitations are established:

· A QA inspection must be done within 90 days in order to be able to call the contractor back out. If QA is not done within this time window, the QA inspector cannot fail the system.
· In new homes the QA will be done before owner occupies the home. After the home has been occupied, there will be no remediation unless willful disregard of program specs/performance is found.
Inspector qualifications:

· Inspectors must meet the requirements for a master technician, master utility tech, or trainer.
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