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	851 S.W. Sixth Avenue, Suite 1100

Portland, Oregon 97204-1348

503-222-5161 fax 820-2370

www.nwcouncil.org/rtf


August 3, 2006

MEMORANDUM

TO:  

Regional Technical Forum

FROM:  
Charlie Grist

SUBJECT:  
Commercial Roof-Top Unit Research Plan

With the help of the New Buildings Institute and the volunteer work of the Rooftop Unit Technical Advisory Group we now have a work plan the next phase of research to develop energy and demand savings verification protocols for energy efficiency measures for commercial rooftop HVAC systems.   

The plan is attached.  It identifies and prioritizes the nest steps of research that are needed and estimates a budget of $191,000 including project management.  I have sent letters seeking voluntary funding for this research to potential utility funders in the Northwest and in the Northeast.  With initial funding commitments from Bonneville, the Energy Trust, and Puget Sound Energy I am confidant the project will proceed.

At its August 8, 2006 meeting I plan to ask the Regional Technical Forum (RTF) to recommend using New Buildings Institute (NBI) as the project manager to oversee the selection of research contractors, the technical aspects of the project, and administrative matters.  Management of this research will be about half administrative and half technical and analytical.  Because of its skill set and involvement to date, NBI is uniquely qualified to be the project manager.  And using NBI will allow the project to start soon and get some of the research underway during the end of the 2006 cooling season.  I will also ask the RTF to task the working group with continued oversight of the project for the RTF.  

________________________________________
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