PROPOSED COMBUSTION SAFETY PROCEDURES FOR HOMES WITH COMBUSTION APPLIANCES PARTICIPATING IN THE HOME WEATHERIZATION PROGRAM

Purpose: This purpose of these procedures is to help insure that homes weatherized under a home weatherization program do not contain malfunctioning gas appliances that may contribute to increased levels of carbon monoxide in the house. These procures are also aimed at helping identify homes that may have gas leaks. This procedure utilizes three main levels of testing to help insure this goal. They are:

Required Tests
1: Installation of a Utility/CSA approved CO alarm in every house treated under the program

3:  A worst-case depressurization test conducted in homes by the contractor pre and post work in every house receiving duct sealing or any measure that may tighten the house. (See RTF Worst case testing instructions). If the worst case depressurization tests indicates that the potential for backdrafting, the homeowner will be given written notice “Homeowner Notification of Potential Backdrafting Form” This information is to be recorded.

These tests are intended only to find homes with elevated levels of CO. At any point the CO level in the house raises above action levels or the wx technician or salesperson detects a “natural gas smell”, the contractor will call the local gas utility and request a gas safety technician be dispatched to the house for further testing. 
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