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	851 S.W. Sixth Avenue, Suite 1100

Portland, Oregon 97204-1348

503-222-5161 fax 820-2370

www.nwcouncil.org/rtf


October 20, 2003

MEMORANDUM
TO:  RTF Members and Interested Parties


FROM:  Tom Eckman

SUBJECT: November 4th Meeting 

Attached the proposed agenda the November 4th meeting. Draft meeting notes from our September 16th meeting are also attached for your review. 

I would particularly like to call you attention to two agenda items. For much of the past year we have been involved in updating the specifications and savings estimates for air source heat pumps and duct sealing.  In order to provide the RTF and other interested parties with the opportunity to gain a more in depth understanding of the theoretical and technical basis for these changes I have asked Larry Palmiter from Ecotope to provide an in depth presentation on the factors affecting heat pump performance. Larry was the principal author of the ASHRAE Standard 152 “duct model” and developed the “SUNCODE” & “SUNDAY” building simulation models. His presentation will cover the “why and how” heat pumps perform like they do in the PNW. He will explain the basis for the ARI ratings and why system sizing and duct losses matter. I would encourage you to notify others who might be interested in what Larry has to say as well as to asked him questions to join us for this part of the agenda. We have extra phone lines set up for those who might want to participate via teleconference.

The second item of special interest will be a discussion of a proposed scope of work for an evaluation of the field performance of air source heat pumps. In FY03, there were nearly 2,500 air source heat pumps installed under the C&R Discount program. This measure was the second largest (after CFLs) source of C&RD expenditures. I asked Ecotope to prepare a draft scope of work that could form the basis of a request for proposals (RFP) to assess the field performance of heat pumps installed to the RTF and PTCS specifications. If we can come to agreement on the appropriate work scope for this evaluation, I believe the RTF should asked utilities who have been successfully promoting the adoption this measure to help underwrite the evaluation.

In addition to these two agenda items, there is a possibility that Proctor Engineering (the developers of Check ME®) will be making a presentation on the impact of proper refrigerant charge and air-flow on heat pump performance in the “heating mode.”

A final agenda and meeting materials will be posted on the web early next week.
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