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December 12, 2001

MEMORANDUM

TO: RTF Members


FROM:
Tom Eckman, Chair

SUBJECT: December 17th Agenda and Meeting Location

Attached are the proposed agenda and several documents that we will be reviewing at our December 17th meeting in Portland. Also included are the draft meeting notes from our November 13th meeting. Please review these minutes to make sure we captured the decisions made at the November meeting accurately.

We have six major topics to address at this meeting. The first is a proposed revision to the deemed calculation method for determining the energy savings associated with improved water management (a.k.a. “irrigation scheduling”). The original approach we adopted in August of 2000 did not provide any guidance on the selection of a “baseline” year nor did it control for changes in crop type and year-to-year variations in evapotranspiration (ET) requirements. Dick Stroh and I have developed a revised version of this deemed calculation method for your consideration.

The second major item on our agenda will be a presentation of the results of a comparison between the “Check-Me” and ACRx “handtool” protocols for assessing the operational efficiency of central air conditioners and heat pumps. As you recall, the RTF was approached by Performance Tested Comfort Systems to approve the use of the ACRx “handtool” protocol as being equivalent to Check-Me.  With Bonneville’s assistance we contracted with Ecotope (who did the original research that established the savings for PTCS measures) to conduct an independent review. Staff from Ecotope will be presenting their findings.

In addition to these major items, we have three other matters to discuss. We have received two petitions requesting that specific measures be included on the list of eligible measures. The first is a wastewater heat recovery device for use in residential, commercial and industrial applications. The specific request focuses on its use in residences. The second is a program to provide specific design and construction guidance to limited-income housing providers, such as Habitat for Humanity, the increase the energy efficiency of such “owner-built” homes. Finally, we have been asked to determine whether we could establish energy savings and credit amounts for additional “stand-alone” residential weatherization measures or modify the assumptions we are using for “attic” and “floor” insulation to provide greater savings and larger credits for cases when there is no existing insulation.

Background documents and spreadsheets related to all of these topics are attached.  All of these documents are also available on the RTF’s web site. 
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