Resource Adequacy Assessment 2008

Data and Assumptions 
As part of the Council’s Regional Resource Adequacy Assessment, a side-by-side comparison of the loads and resources is made between the latest Resource Adequacy Assessment and the 2008 Northwest Regional Forecast.  The comparison was made for the annual energy assessment for the year 2013.

This annual assessment and comparison of data provides an excellent opportunity for synchronizing our information, identifying inadvertent errors, and highlighting planning assumptions that may need further discussion.  Differences in planning concepts (e.g. 1,300 MWa planning adjustment) are not part of this comparison.  The following summarizes the initial observations and includes recommendations for next steps:
Timing – The Resource Adequacy Assessment includes approximately 650 MWa of generation not included in the Northwest Regional Forecast.  This is primarily due to the timing of when the data was collected and reported.  For example, the Chehalis Generating Facility is included as a firm resource at 443 MWa in the Resource Adequacy Assessment and the NRF does not include the project.
Recommendation:   The 2009 Northwest Regional Forecast will ensure that this new information is reflected in next year’s report.
Source of Data – The is approximately 700 MWa of difference in existing firm contract and generating resource information due to the source of information used.  For example, the two studies differ by about 40 MWa on existing cogeneration information.
Recommendation:   The Resource Adequacy Technical Committee should address the issue and decide if any changes are warranted in the Resource Adequacy Assessments.

Non Utility Industrial Load – The Resource Adequacy Assessment includes 800 MWa of industrial load that was formerly served by BPA as Direct Service Industry.  A small portion of that load continues to be served by BPA and some is served with mid-Columbia hydropower.  The Assessment does not reflect all of the firm resources (presumably firm contracts) dedicated to meet the total non-utility industrial load.
Recommendation:   The Resource Adequacy Technical Committee should address the issue and decide if any changes are warranted in the Resource Adequacy Assessments.

Errors and Omissions – There are approximately 1,200 MWa of existing firm contracts and generating resources that have been included in one study, but not both.
Recommendation:   Staff from PNUCC, BPA and the Council should continue to reconcile this data and make changes where needed.
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