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A key part of the Forum’s effort is to assess the adequacy of the Northwest’s power supply relative to the energy and capacity standards developed last year.  In order to make that assessment, load and resource data must be compiled.  The Council develops its own regional load forecast, maintains a regional resource database and estimates regional conservation savings.  The Council’s assessment can be referred to as a “top-down” approach.

The PNUCC’s Northwest Regional Forecast compiles load and resource data obtained from individual utilities.  A regional assessment is done by aggregating collected data.  This “bottom-up” approach to a regional adequacy evaluation will be compared to the Council’s top-down assessment.  

It is not expected that the two assessments will match exactly because, for one thing, every utility will forecast its own load growth using its own methods, which may differ from the Council’s approach.  Also, while the Council may count all existing resources as being available for dispatch during emergencies (including uncontracted independent power producer resources), individual utilities may not want to report all of their resources for other reasons, such as fuel issues.  In spite of these differences, it is expected that the two assessments will at least be comparable, that is, that each will lead to the same conclusion regarding the adequacy of the region’s power supply.

In order to minimize the potential differences in these two assessments, the Forum decided to develop a data reporting protocol based on, to the extent possible, the PNUCC’s annual NRF process.  The following table compares the information used in these analyses.

Data Reporting Assumptions
	
	Northwest Regional Forecast
	NWPCC

	Question Addressed
	· Utilities’ need to acquire power in next decade
	Does the region have sufficient resources to “keep the lights on” (more specifically to achieve an LOLP of 5% or less)

	Time Period
	· 10 year forecast

· August-July Average 
· Energy - MWa
	3 and 5 years out
Sep-Aug operating year

	Area
	· Region defined in NW Power Act

· Adjust for Northwestern Energy

· Adjust for PacifiCorp
	

	Load
	· Sum of utilities’

· BPA provides DSI and small public utility forecast

· Load (sales + losses)

· Firm + interruptible

· Normal weather
· Expected value
	

	Conservation
	· Reflected in load forecast
	Codes and standards reflected in the load forecast
Other measures counted separately 

	Exports
	· Sum of utilities’
· Firm sales to entities outside the region
	

	Hydropower
	· Corps of Engineers’ hydro regulation study for main projects
· BPA data for smaller projects

· Utility data for non-utility hydropower generation

· 1936-1937 water condition

· August-July weighted average

· Reflects Canadian Entitlement obligation

· Only share dedicated to regional load
	GENESYS hydro regulation based on BPA’s HYDSIM model

	Comb.Turbines
Renewables

Cogeneration

Large Thermal

Misc.
	· Sum of utilities’

· Expected amount

· Reflects operating limitations and/or planned use

· Only share dedicated to regional load
· Geographic location is not considered
	For energy assessment use 30% of nameplate for wind
For capacity assessment use 15% of nameplate for wind



	Imports
	· Sum of utilities’

· Firm purchases from entities outside the region
	

	Future Resources

 -Under Construct.
 -Planned

 -Perspective

 -Under Consider.
	· Only new generating resources that are “under construction” are included in analysis.
	

	Regional IPPs
	· Only firm contracts reflected in contracts or resource type
	For the energy assessment all IPP generation
For the capacity assessment only 1,000 MW for the summer assessment

	Planning Adjustment to account for dependence on non-firm resources
	None
	For the energy assessment 1,500 MWa based on LOLP analysis
For the capacity assessment 3,000 MW of spot market assumed for winter and none for summer 
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