Northwest Energy Efficiency Taskforce (NEET)

Rethinking Governance and Energy Efficiency Policies (workgroup #6)

How do we optimize the alignment of regulatory practice with public policy goals?
Meeting notes

Thursday, July 31 9:00 – 10:30
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Workgroup 6 Overview

Discussion highlights

· BPA staff – and ultimately, the Exec Committee – will ensure coordination and integration among the different workgroups

· Phase 1 work deadline: August 15

Decoupling: phase 1

Discussion highlights 

· The challenge is how to limit information collection as there is so much available regionally and nationally; per Kim Crossman, DOE recently completed survey

· Important to collect information that addresses the policy and regulatory differences between gas and electric utilities

Subcommittee:

· Jon Powell

· Pamela Lesh

· Jim Abrahamson

· Steve Weiss

· Michael Early

· Tim Tatum (maybe)

· Howard Schwartz (maybe) 

· Dave Robertson

Direct Application Renewables: phase 1

Discussion highlights
· BPA, Power Council and others treat EE and direct application renewables differently
· Zero net energy buildings are feasible by maximizing energy efficiency and installing direct application renewables like PV s 
· In the commercial sector, solar PVs may fall between a direct application renewable and a grid application, e.g., retail building may have a bank of solar PVs on its roof, but the power is being fed onto the grid
· Information collection needs to be state by state since net metering rules and incentives vary 

Subcommittee:

· Kim Crossman

· A BPA representative TBD 

· Grant Ringel

· Dave Robertson

· Tom O’Conner

· Todd Currier

· Dale Bickenbach

Load Management/Smart Grid

Discussion highlights

· The scope of the task needs to be defined– what parts of “Smart Grid” contribute to improved energy efficiency

· Rate design issues are fundamental to an effective load management program

Subcommittee:

· Patrick Mazza

· Inder Chawla

· Pamela Lesh

· BPA (TBD)

· Jim Abrahamson

· Roger Rees

· PNNL (TBD)

· Danielle Gidding

Program Policies (nee Workgroup #3, Task 5)

Discussion highlights

· New task, added since the Exec Committee developed the NEET Workplan. Co-chairs of Workgroups #6 and #3 agreed that it’s a better fit for Group #6 because we’re addressing energy efficiency policies
· Task is to review policies and criteria such as cost effectiveness, free rider/drivers, evaluation criteria to determine relevance today’s EE targets and markets and recommend appropriate revisions .Ken Canon asked that this task also address the issue of IOUs being denied cost recovery on programs that can’t quantify energy savings, e.g., marketing, education, R&D

· Carbon policy and valuation are within the scope of NEET and need to be considered in the context of reviewing and revising the “traditional” policies regarding program planning and evaluation, particularly cost effectiveness 

· This task will also address rate design issues (although each of the other tasks are free to include rate design issues particular to the scope of that task)

Subcommittee:

· Shani Taha

· Tom O’Conner

· Kim Crossman

· Ted Coates

· Jon Powell

· Jeff Harris

· Todd Currier

· Chuck Murray

· Bill Drummond

· Sara Patton

· Michael Early

· Jim Abrahamson or Dan Elliot

· Grant Ringel

Wrap-up

· Co-chairs will be in contact with subcommittee members to clarify assignments, timing and structure

