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May 1, 2008
MEMORANDUM
TO: Council Members


FROM: Tom Eckman



SUBJECT: Overview of Regional Technical Forum


In 1996 Congress directed Bonneville and the Northwest Power Planning Council (Council) to convene a Regional Technical Forum (RTF) to develop standardized protocols for verifying and evaluating conservation savings. Congress further recommended that the RTF's membership include individuals with technical expertise in conservation program planning, implementation, and evaluation and that its services be made available to all utilities in the Northwest.

The Comprehensive Review of the Northwest Energy System (Comprehensive Review) supported the Congressional directives and recommended that the RTF should, in addition, track conservation and renewable resource goals and provide feedback and suggestions for improving the effectiveness of conservation and renewable resource development programs in the region. The Comprehensive Review also recommended that the RTF conduct periodic reviews of the region's progress toward meeting its conservation and renewable resource goals at least every five years and communicate recommended changes to appropriate decision-makers.
After twice soliciting public input on its potential role and function of the Council formed the RTF as one of its standing advisory committees in the fall of 1999.
  Since that time the RTF has and continues to provide Bonneville and the region’s utilities with a wide range of technical and analytical support, including:
· Regional cost-effectiveness methodology and software

· Comprehensive data base of cost-effective conservation measures and practices
· Standardize protocols for estimating savings from measures and efficiency programs

· Petition process through which utilities/vendors can propose new measures or savings verification protocols or request modification to the cost and savings assumed for existing measures or savings verification protocols  
· Develops and Maintains Program Technical Specifications and Quality control criteria

· Maintains an Internet-based System for Planning Tracking and Reporting regional conservation progress including both savings and expenditures.


The staff’s presentation will expand on the role the RTF serves in Bonneville and the regional utility conservation programs. In addition, staff will also provide additional information on how the RTF technical work is being funded and describe how it carries out its work.
· All RTF meetings are noticed w/agenda & work products available on Web:

(http://www.nwcouncil.org/energy/rtf/Default.htm)

�  See: Draft proposal for initiating the Regional Technical Forum (Council Document 98-18) and The Regional Technical Forum and Bonneville's Conservation and Renewable Resource Discount: How should the RTF be structured? (Council Document 99-1).
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