• Northwest Energy Efficiency Taskforce •
Overview
Sponsors
The Bonneville Power Administration, the Northwest Power and Conservation Council and Pacific Power
Purpose
Facilitate an exchange of ideas and technical information to accelerate energy efficiency implementation and coordination throughout the Northwest.
Background

Over the past 30 years, the Northwest has taken a leadership role in recognizing and implementing energy efficiency as a cost effective and robust resource.  However, not since the 1996 Comprehensive Review has the region taken an in-depth look at how the region can build on that history to accelerate the implementation and coordination of energy efficiency acquisition in the Northwest.  The goals of the taskforce are to bring together a group of high-level leaders who can focus efforts and help highlight the important regional role that energy efficiency can serve in ensuring an ample and cost-effective supply of electricity for the future while addressing climate change concerns and the need to reduce the region’s carbon footprint.

Rationale for Increasing the Region’s Focus on Energy Efficiency
· New generating resource options are very costly for all utilities.
· Energy efficiency can be much less costly than other resource options.
· Some utilities face state mandates to achieve increased levels of energy efficiency within specific deadlines.

· BPA’s Regional Dialogue outcome will provide public power utilities a clear marginal cost price signal.
· Climate change discussions have customers wanting to know what 
they can do.
· Renewables are overshadowing energy efficiency, even though energy efficiency is the preferred resource under the Northwest Power Act.
· There is strong utility interest in ramping up effective programs, with many new approaches being initiated.
· Business customers are facing increasing competitive pressures. 

Taskforce Structure
Chairs

Tom Karier, Northwest Power and Conservation Council, Washington member
Pat Reiten, Pacific Power president

Steve Wright, BPA administrator 

Coordinators

Ken Canon  (541) 863-8863   ken@canonandhutton.com
Darby Collins (503) 230-3811  dacollins@bpa.gov
Executive Committee
The executive committee consists of 25+ senior-level representatives from utilities, state government, customers, industry and energy efficiency specialists.  It will probably hold two face-to-face meetings and conduct other business via conference calls.  An initial meeting will be held on June 18, 2008, followed by a wrap-up meeting with recommendations for the region, final report to the public and symposium in fall 2008.

Technical Workgroups

Several technical workgroups will be formed to address key areas of focus for the region and will be open to all interested parties.  The specific topics will be decided by the executive committee but several areas of interest have been raised in preparatory discussions with key stakeholders throughout the region.  Potential topics include, but are not limited to:
· Energy efficiency best practices and the elements of highly successful energy efficiency programs -- what works, what doesn’t and why.
· Survey of state energy efficiency incentives

· Regional coordination efforts in several key areas including:  

· Energy efficiency marketing, branding
· Research and development, baseline energy use data
· Regional Technical Forum
· Codes/standards, code enforcement
· Common reporting, tracking information
· Cost effectiveness criteria
· Common energy efficiency program elements

· Education and training
· Community/utility programs
· Trade association and trade ally interactions
· Load management (Smart Grid)
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