Conservation and Renewables Discussion Group

Meeting Notes from 2-24-2004

Sixteen people attended in person and another twelve on the telephone. An unknown number of people wanted to attend by phone but were unable to connect due to limited phone lines. To avoid this outcome again, we are asking people planning to attend future meetings to RSVP so we can make appropriate arrangements. 

Dick Watson provided the context for the meeting. The Council is facilitating the Regional Dialogue to address questions of Bonneville’s future role in power supply. Bonneville will be initiating a policy process in June to address these issues with the publishing of a policy proposal that would lead to a record of decision sometime next fall.  The effort we’re engaged in now through late April is to try to provide recommendations to Bonneville on what that policy proposal should look like.  It needs to be a policy that will guide Bonneville’s actions under the existing contracts but that will also be durable enough to provide certainty regarding load growth responsibility post 2011.  This conservation and renewables group has the same challenge.  To come up with a proposal for how conservation and renewables will be accomplished through remainder of the existing contracts and that will provide a path to how we conservation and renewables will be done post 2011.  And do it quickly.  

Mike Weedall reminded the group that both the present Conservation and Renewable Discount and the Con Aug programs expire in October 2006. And that designing replacement or alternative approaches needs to begin soon if efforts are to continue without a hiatus. 

The group discussed progress made in the 2002 conservation and renewable discussions. There was general agreement not to start over, but use as much as possible of what was hammered out in 2002 as the starting point for moving forward. This was particularly true on conservation issues which had the benefit a great deal of prior discussion. Steve Weiss offered to provide a list of agreements and disagreements that was developed late in 2002 but never ratified. Angus Duncan identified several key questions on renewable resource issues and offered to submit them for group discussion. 

The discussion turned to how to proceed to develop a package of recommendations to the Regional Dialogue steering committee. The result was a decision to form two small drafting-groups with broad representation of customer types and interest groups. One for conservation and one for renewable resource issues. The drafting groups will try to identify areas of agreement and disagreement, identify issues that need to be resolved and to the extent possible describe alternative resolutions. The group advised drafters to keep several consideration at the forefront including 1) Impacts on different customer groups (full requirements, partial requirements, slicers and IOUs),  2) Consideration of the impact of tiered rates (or not) on any alternatives and 3) How to develop approaches that work for the near term (2006-2011) and can be adapted to the long-term.

People volunteered to be on the drafting sub-groups or to find appropriate representation. People not on the drafting sub-groups are welcome to attend or listen in. Anyone wishing to be on the drafting group should contact Charlie Grist. 

The drafting sub-groups will meet March 5 in Portland at the Council offices and again March 17 in the morning. On March 17 in the afternoon the full conservation and renewables group will meet and discuss what has been developed by the drafting groups. All meetings will be held at the Council central offices.

Schedule:  

The following meetings will be held at:

Northwest Power and Conservation Council

851 SW Sixth Avenue

Suite 1100

Portland OR, 97204

PLEASE RSVP REGARDING WHICH MEETINGS YOU PLAN TO ATTEND AND INDICATE WHETHER YOU WILL ATTEND IN PERSON OR ON THE PHONE. RSVP TO: hlapworth@nwcouncil.org

Conservation Drafting Sub-Group Meeting #1

9AM-Noon March 5, 2004

Large Conference Room

Phone in: ??? ??? ????? x????

Renewables Drafting Sub-Group Meeting #1

1:30-4:00 PM March 5 2004

Large Conference Room

Phone in:  ??? ??? ????? x????

Conservation Drafting Sub-Group Meeting #2

9AM-Noon March 17, 2004

Large Conference Room

Phone in:  ??? ??? ????? x????

Renewables Drafting Sub-Group Meeting #2

9AM-Noon March 17, 2004

Small Conference Room

Phone in:  ??? ??? ????? x????

Conservation and Renewables Discussion Group Meeting #2

1:30-4:00 March 17, 2004

Large Conference Room

Phone in:  ??? ??? ????? x????




Conservation Drafting Sub-Group

Steve Weiss, NEC

Mat Northway, EWEB

Brent Barclay, Columbia River PUD

Eugene Rosolie, PNGC

Margie Gardner, NEEA

Mike Weedall/John Pyrch, BPA

Charlie Grist/Tom Eckman, NPPC

Liz Klumpp, Washington CTED

Darell Clark, Franklin PUD

Keith Lockhart, Springfield Utility Board

To be Determined, IOU

Renewables Drafting Sub-Group

Rachael Shimshak, RNP

Sheryl Carter, NRDC

Geoff Carr, NRU

Ed Revelle, Benton PUD

Elliot Mainzer, BPA

Council Staff, NPPC

Liz Klumpp, Washington CTED

To Be Determined, IOU
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